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English is a West Germanic language that was first spoken in early medieval England and eventually became a

global /ingua franca. Itis named after the Angles, one of the Germanic tribes that migrated to the area of Great Britain that
later took their name, as England. Both names derive from Anglia, a peninsula in the Baltic Sea. The language is closely
related to Frisian and Low Saxon, and its vocabulary has been significantly influenced by other Germanic languages,
particularly Norse (a North Germanic language), and to a greater extent by Latin and French.

English has developed over the course of more than 1,400 years. The earliest forms of English, a group of West Germanic
(Ingvaeonic) dialects brought to Great Britain by Anglo-Saxon settlers in the 5th century, are collectively called Old
English. Middle English began in the late 11th century with the Norman conquest of England; this was a period in which
the language was influenced by French.Early Modern English began in the late 15th century with the introduction of

the printing press to London, the printing of the King James Bible and the start of the Great Vowel Shift.

Through the worldwide influence of the British Empire Modern English has been spreading around the world since the
17th century. Through all types of printed and electronic media, and later, spurred by the emergence of the United States
as a global superpower, English has become the leading language of international discourse and the fingua franca in many
regions and professional contexts such as science, navigation and law.

English is the largest language by number of speakers, and the third most-spoken native language in the world,

after Standard Chinese and Spanish. It is the most widely learned second language and is either the official language or
one of the official languages in almost 60 sovereign states. There are more people who have learned it as a second
language than there are native speakers. It is estimated that there are over 2 billion speakers of English. English is the
majority native language in the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and the Republic of
Ireland, and it is widely spoken in some areas of the Caribbean, Africa and South Asia.lt is a co-official language of the
United Nations, the European Union and many other world and regional international organisations. It is the most widely
spoken Germanic language, accounting for at least 70% of speakers of this Indo-European branch. English has a vast
vocabulary, though counting how many words any language has is impossible.English speakers are called "Anglophones”.
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THE RESIDENTS OF Brevillier Village love living there. The
retirement community in Erie, Pennsylvania overlooks Lake
Erie, and paths dotted by benches follow the shoreline. The
location provides beautiful views, and a grave threat: Just

beyond the fence at the edge of the property lies a cliff that
plunges 30 feet to the water below.

Compounding the danger, elderly residents with progressing
B states of dementia live in the building closest to the cliff. To
protect them from harm, Brevillier adopted technology more
& common in sci-fi thrillers than homes: iris scan recognition.

A biometric that most people associate with a particularly

i grisly scene in Minority Report makes a lot of sense for elder
care. Keycodes can be hard to remember, and difficult to tap
into a keypad if you suffer from tremors or poor eyesight.
Fingerprints might work, but your skin thins as you age,
making prints harder to read. Plus, a weakened immune

system increases the microbial hazard of key pads and fingerprint readers. All of which makes unlocking a door with your eyes
pretty handy.
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